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Your Commi�ee

Copyright © U.3.A. of Highbridge. All rights reserved. No part of this magazine may be reproduced by 
any means without the prior permission of the copyright holders. The publishers cannot accept re- 
sponsibility for any unsolicited material or for the views of contributors.

Note: In accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protec�on Regula�on 2018, infor- 
ma�on rela�ng to all of the U3A of Highbridge’s members will be held on a computerised database 
and will be used solely for the U3A of Highbridge’s business and communica�ons.

Other non-commi�ee roles

Posi�on Name Tel

Chair Adele Stevens 07486 909687

Deputy Chair Allen Owen 01278 481681

Secretary Janet Preddy 07870 532257

Assistant Secretary Alison Ridley 07707 146775

Treasurer Carol Marrio� 01278 795773

Membership Secretary Nina Richards 07711 560353

Assistant Membership Secretary Neil Sco� 07702 290471

Group & Events Coordinator Denise Godby 01278 238526

Commi�ee Member Diane Sco� 07484 869011

Commi�ee Member Dawn Porter 01278 325225

Commi�ee Member Chris�ne Owen 01278 481681

Webmaster Darryl Knight-Rees 07751 565705

Welfare and Gree�ng New 
Members

Janet Preddy
Dawn Porter

07870 532257
01278 325225

Magazine Editors
Darryl & Linda Knight-Rees
Phone: 07751 565705 / 07708 344530
Email:  magazine@u3ahighbridge.org.uk

Next Magazine Deadline: Monday December 14th 2026 at 3pm
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Chair’s Message
Hi Everyone 

Well, we’re edging ever closer to the end of 
another year! Where has the �me gone?

The leaves are turning, the autumn weather is 
upon us, and there’s definitely a chill in the air. 
So please remember to wrap up warm and take 
good care of yourselves as the colder days 
arrive.

As Christmas approaches, I hope as many of you 
as possible will join us for our Christmas party. It will be lovely to get 
together, enjoy some fes�ve cheer, have a good old catch-up and 
spend �me with friends as we head towards the end of the year.

I’m also sending lots of love to anyone who might be finding things a 
li�le difficult at the moment. Please know that you are being thought 
of, and I hope the coming weeks bring you some comfort, warmth and 
happiness.

Now, I know it’s only November, so I promise I haven’t completely lost 
track of the calendar!  But as this is our November/December 
message, I thought I’d get in early and wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a wonderful New Year. A�er all, it’s never too early to 
spread a li�le fes�ve cheer!

May 2027 bring you all good health, happiness, laughter and plenty of 
lovely moments to look forward to.

Take care, keep warm and sending lots of love to you all.

Your Chair 
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Club and Group News
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Members Contribu�ons
Lunch Club Update

We had a wonderful �me at Alex Thai in Bridgwater for October 
Lunch club. Adele.



A Li�le Poem

 The Weather, the Wise, and the Tea 

The old folk sat by the window,

With a cuppa in each hand,

Discussing how the weather

Was the worst in all the land.

“It’s raining!” cried old Arthur.

“It’s always bloody wet!”

“It never rained like this,” said Maude,

“Not in the days I can remember yet!”

They’d seen the clouds on Monday,

The frost on Tuesday too,

By Wednesday they’d decided

The whole forecast was untrue!

“Don’t trust that weather man,” said Fred,

“He hasn’t got a clue!

He said we’d have a heatwave,

I’ve got cold feet and a nose of blue!”

They wrapped themselves in cardigans,

Though sunshine filled the sky,

And wouldn’t dream of going out

In case a storm blew by.

“We’ve always had our tea at three,

And cake at half past four.

We’re not changing our tradi�ons



For a bit of wind and more!”

The drizzle turned to sunshine,

The sunshine turned to sleet,

But nothing could disturb them

From their armchairs and their treat.

A Victoria sponge was sliced,

The ke�le gave a scream,

And someone said, “This weather

Is worse than it has ever been!”

Then suddenly the heavens opened,

The rain came down in sheets,

They tu�ed at the window

And reached for extra treats.

“Oh, bring another cuppa!

And cut that cake in two!

The weather may be dreadful

But there’s nowt that tea can’t do!”

So let the winds howl wildly,

Let the rain come pouring down,

The old folk will be cosy

While the rest of us all drown!

For come rain, snow, or sunshine,

One thing will always stay:

A cup of tea, a slice of cake,

And a good old moan each day! 

By Adele 
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Quiz (answers on page 21)
1 Which two horses are used in an Olympic male gymnas�cs event?

2 What price is Park Lane in a game of Monopoly?

3 Where does the Chris�e character Miss Marple live?

4 How old was Princess Elizabeth when she became Queen?

5 Name the group who had a 1974 Christmas number one with 'Lonely this 
Christmas'

6 What fish also becomes kippers, bloaters or whitebait?

7 What is a tarn?

8 What name was given to illegal premises which sold liquor during the 
American Prohibi�on?

9 What is the area of a circle of 20 inch diameter?

10 Name the liquid in which blood cells 'float'

11 What bird was depicted on the tail side of the farthing?

12 Who wrote down his thoughts in a li�le red book?

13 Name the TV series in which Geoffery Palmer played the den�st husband 
of Wendy Craig

14 Who commanded the Nazi Lu�waffe?

15 Where is Nelson buried?

16 Which city was once called Byzan�um and Constan�nople?

17 Which Bri�sh Glam-Rock star died in a car crash in 1977?

18 Name the decora�ve container of water for christenings

19 Which is the largest island in the Balearics?

20 What is the official use of the Taj Mahal in Agra India: Temple, Parliament, 
School or Mausoleum?
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I live in Burnham and cover from Weston to Bridgwater and 
to Cheddar area. I have never received anything lower than a 
5* review on Google.
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Group Ac�vi�es
Monday

Week Time Group Venue Leader Tel

1st, 3rd & 5th

(excluding bank 
holidays)

2.00 to 4.00 Board Games S.H.
Peter Manning

Chris Murphy

07976 
408843

07947 
203046

Tuesday

Week Time Group Venue Leader Tel

Wednesday

Week Time Group Venue Leader Tel

Every 10.00 to 
12.00

Coffee 
Morning C.H. N/A N/A

2ⁿ� 12.00 onward Luncheons Varies Adele Stevens 07486 
909687

Thursday

Week Time Group Venue Leader Tel

Every 2.00 to 4.00 Social 
A�ernoon C.H.

Janet Preddy

Adele Stevens

07870 
532257

07486 
909687

Last Varies Classic Car 
Apprecia�on Varies Malcolm Manser 07932 

734473
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Group Ac�vi�es
Friday

Week Time Group Venue Leader Tel

1st & 3�� 1.30 to 3.00 Ski�les C.A. Self-Regula�ng 01278 
238526

1st & 2nd & 3rd & 
4th 10.00 onward Strollers Varies Self-Regula�ng 01278 

238526

5th 10.00 onward Somerset 
Churches Varies Keith Kick 07715 

676047

Occasional

Weekdays Ac�vity Contact Tel

Changes since last issue are highlighted in yellow.

Legend

S.H.  ……… Southwell House C.A.  ………. Coopers Arms

P.H.  …..…. Private House C.H.  ..…….. Community Hall 
(Room Number)

Should you wish to join a Group please first contact its Leader.
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Photographs from Tewkesbury Day Out

Thank you for the photos of the Tewkesbury Day Out on 24th 
September 2026 supplied by Nina Richards.
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Holiday in Devon

We had a lovely week down in Dawlish Warren in October. The 
weather was lovely and sunny all week. 

We took a day out to Babbacombe and saw this lovely phone box 
filled with flowers 

Dawn Porter 
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Some light-hearted relief

If you are worried about security install six locks on your
door. When you go out only lock three of them. No ma�er
how long somebody stands there picking the locks, they are
always locking three of them!

You have to stay in shape. An aging rela�ve of a friend of
mine started walking five miles a day when she was 60. She
is now 74 and they have no idea where she is.

A �p for parents: Never raise your hands to your kids - it
leaves your groin unprotected! 

These are things people actually said in court, word for word,
taken down by court reporters who had the torment of having
to keep a straight face while these exchanges took place:-

Q: What is your date of birth?
A: July fi�eenth.
Q: What year?
A: Every year.

Q: How old is your son, the one living with you?
A: Thirty-eight or thirty-five, I can’t remember.
Q: How long has he lived with you?
A: Forty-five years.

Q: What was the first thing your husband said to you
     when he woke that morning?
A: He said “Where am I, Cathy”?
Q: And why did that upset you?
A: My name is Susan.
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Q: Officer when you stopped the Defendant, were your
     red and blue lights flashing?
A: Yes.
Q: What did she say?
A: What disco am I at?

Q: All your responses must be oral, OK. What school did
     you go to?
A: Oral.

“Lets separate the men from the boys”. “Yes sir, I’ll fetch the
crowbar”.

The parrot had a bad a�tude and worse vocabulary; every other
word was an exple�ve.

The new owner tried hard to change its ways and was
constantly saying polite words, playing so� music anything to
set a good example. Nothing worked. He yelled and it yelled
back. He shook it and it just got ruder.

Desperate, he put the bird in the freezer. For a few moments it
swarked and screamed. Suddenly there was quiet. Concerned,
he opened the door.

The parrot calmly stepped out and said: “I believe I may have
offended you. I will endeavour at once to correct my
behaviour. I am truly sorry."

The owner was about to ask what had made such a drama�c
change when the parrot con�nued warily: “May I ask what the
chicken did?
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1 Pommel and vault 2 £350

3 St Mary Mead 4 Twenty Five

5 Mud 6 Herring

7 Mountain lake 8 Speakeasys

9 314.2 square inches 10 Plasma

11 Wren 12 Chairman Mao Tse Tung

13 Bu�erflies 14 Herman Goering

15 St Paul's Cathedral 16 Istanbul

17 Marc Bolan 18 Font

19 Majorca 20 Mausoleum

Quiz Answers
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Calendar

Cheques to cover payments for all “Away Days”, Theatre trips and Holidays must be  made 
payable to “U3A of Highbridge”

Please also add your name, address and phone number on the reverse of the cheque, this: -

a) helps to iden�fy you on the passenger list, and

b) If a trip is cancelled you can be no�fied quickly.

Date(s) Details Cost

2026

16th Dec
Christmas Party & Hamper Raffle
Highbridge Community Hall
10am to 12 noon. Doors open 9.30

Free to 
regulars /
£5 for non-
regulars

25th Dec Christmas Day Meal
Highbridge Community Hall £20 per head


